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Computer system requests disk boot sector 
from boot partition to execute 



Supervisor Firmware intercepts request and 
returns Loader means in place of disk boot 
sector 

(Compute- system unaware of the change) 
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■Computer system executes Loader means I 
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Loader means transfers Code Segment from 
Storage Device into Computer System RAM 
and exeutes this segment 
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Code Segment executes, and establishes 

communication with the Supervisor 
Firmware and then displays the Hardwall 
banner screen 




Protected 



Code Segment prompts for password, 

transferring the password to the 
Supervisor Firmware for validation, a 
retry permitted if incorrectly entered 



Code Segment requests a list of 
dormant partitions from the 
Supervisor Firmware and displays 
them on computer system screen 



Option to change password. 
If user requests change, the Code 

Segment prompts for a new password 
to be entered twice, the passwords 
being transferred to the Supervisor 

Firmware for comparison and storage 
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User selects partition from list 



Code Segment informs Supervisor 
Firmware of choice 



Supervisor Firmware enters 
UNPROTECTED MODE 



Supervisor Firmware enters 
PROTECTED MODE 



Original disk boot sector transferred from 

storage within the Storage device to 
computer system RAM and executed by the 
Code Segment 
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Fig. 2 



Disk Boot Sector initiates Operating System 
Boot 
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